AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of Claims 
1.-14. cancel 

1 5. (currently amended) A method of distributing an electronic cash card 
comprising the steps of: 

requesting a plurality of unfunded cash cards from a credit card provider bv a 
purchase intermediary: 

receiving a list of account numbers for the plurality of unfunded cash cards from 
the credit card provider at the purchase intermediary: 

placing an order to manufacture the plurality of unfunded cash cards with a card 
manufacturer bv the purchase intemiediary using the list of account numbers: 

directing distribution of the plurality of unfunded cash cards from the card 
manufacture to a plurality of retail outlets: 

providing an unfundod cash card to a retai l outlet from a purchaco i ntormodiary; 

maintaining as association of which unfunded cash cards are sent to which retail 
outlets in a data file associating the each card with data in a data fi l e by executing a 
software-implemented application on a computing device prior to the purchase of the 
cash card, wherein the data file indicates that the card has not been funded; 
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funding the cash card at a the retail outlet via a purchase of the cash card by a 
purchaser for a purchase price but without selection of an identifier of the purchaser by 
the purchaser of the cash card; 

updating the data file by executing a software-implemented application on a 
computing device with a value for the cash card substantially contemporaneously with 
funding of the cash card at the retail outlet; and 

activating the given cash card after said funding when the retail outlet to which 
the given cash card was funded matches the retail outlet to which the cash card was 
sent to by the card manufacturer as indicated by the data file r e m i tt i ng a foo to tho retai l 
out l et aftor tho cash card has boon funded . 

16. cancel 

1 7. (original) The method of claim 1 5 further comprising the step of 
remitting a commission to the retail outlet upon activation of the cash card. 

1 8. (original) The method of claim 1 5 further comprising providing the 
cash card to the retail outlet via a distributor of goods to the retail outlet other than the 
cash card. 

1 9. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 5 further comprising the 
step of selling the card to the retail outlet for a nominal amount. 
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20. (cancel) 

21 . (cancel) 

22. (cancel) 

23. (original) The method of claim 1 5 further comprising the step of 
manufacturing the cash card with a cash card carrier for supporting the cash card. 

24. (previously presented) The method of claim 23 further comprising the 
step of providing at least one of advertisement and coupons on the cash card carrier. 

25. (original) The method of claim 1 5 further comprising the steps of: 
activating the cash card over a network by registering the purchased cash 

card with the purchase intermediary; and 

providing at least one of advertisement and coupons over the network for 
presentation to the purchaser. 
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26. (currently amended) A system for distributing an electronic cash card 
comprising: 

a credit card provider adapted to receive a request for a plurality of 
unfunded cash cards from a purchasing intermediary and provides an account number 
for each of the plurality of unfunded cash cards to the purchasino intermediary in 
response thereto: 

the purchasing intermediary places an order to manufacture the plurality of 
unfunded cash cards with a card manufacturer using the provided account numbers and 
directs distribution of the plurality of unfunded cash cards from the card manufacturer to 
a plurality of retail outlets: 

the purchasino intermediary further maintains an association of which of 
the unfunded cash cards are sent to which retail outlets in a data file residing on a 
computing device and prior to the purchase of the cash cards, wherein the data file 
indicates that the cash cards have not been funded: 

a purchaoo intormodiary, the purohaso intormod i ary provid i ng a p l urality of 
unfunded cash cards to bo co l d; 

a crod i t card provider, tho credit card prov i der gonorat i ng idont i fioation 
numbers for tho rospoct i vo each cards, tho i dontificat i on numborc boing otorod in a data 
fi l o, wherein tho data fi l o i n i tia ll y i nd i catos that tho card has not boon funded; and 

a retail outlet for receiving at least one of the unfunded cash cards, the 
retail outlet funding a cash card upon purchase of the cash card for a purchase price by 
a purchaser but without selection of an identifier of the purchaser, wherein the purchase 
by the purchaser causes the purchase intennediary to update the data file with a value 
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for the cash card substantially contemporaneously with funding of the cash card at the 
retail outlet and registration of the cash card after funding bv the purchaser with the 
purchase intermediary causes activation of the cash card when the retail outlet at which 
the cash card was funded matches the retail outlet to which the cash card was sent to 
as indicated bv the data file and to rom i t a foo to tho reta il out l et aftor tho cash card hac 
bo e n funded, whoroin tho va l uo for tho cash card i o moro than th e purohaoo price of tho 
cash card . 

27. (cancel) 

28. (original) The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the purchase 
intermediary remits a commission to the retail outlet upon activation of the cash card. 

29. (original) The apparatus of claim 26 further comprising a distributor of 
goods to the retail outlet for providing the cash card to the retail outlet. 

30. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the 
purchase intermediary sells the card to the retail outlet for a nominal amount. 

31. (cancel) 

32. (cancel) 
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33. (cancel) 



34. (original) The apparatus of claim 26 further comprising a cash card 
carrier for supporting the cash card, wherein the cash card carrier includes at least one 
of advertisement and coupons on the cash card. 

35. (original) The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the purchaser activates 
the cash card over a network by registering the purchased cash card with the purchase 
intermediary. 

36. (previously presented) The method of Claim 15 further comprising the 
step of activating the cash card over a network by registering the purchased cash card 
with the purchase intermediary subsequent to the purchase of the cash card and prior to 
transacting a purchase with the cash card. 

37. (previously presented) The method of Claim 36 wherein contact 
information for the purchase intermediary is provided on the cash card. 
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38. (currently amended) A method of distributing an electronic cash card 
comprising the steps of: 

ordering a cash card by a purchasing intermediary from a credit card provider; 
directing distribution of the cash card to a retail outlet: 

maintaining an associate between the cash card and the retail outlet to which the 
cash card was sent assoc i at i ng tho each card with data in a data file by executing a 
software-implemented application on a computing device prior to the purchase of the 
cash card, wherein the data file indicates that the cash card has not been funded; 

providing tho unfunded cash card from tho purchaoing intormodiary to a reta i l 

out l et; 

funding the cash card at the retail outlet via a purchase of the cash card by a 
purchaser for a purchase price but without selection of a personal identifier by the 
purchaser of the cash card; 

updating the data file by executing a software-implemented application on a 
computing device with a value for the cash card substantially contemporaneously with 
funding of the cash card at the retail outlet; 

remitting a fee to the retail outlet after the cash card has been funded; and 

activating the cash card after said funding bv checking in the data file that the 
retail outlet to which the cash card was sent matches the retail outlet at which the cash 
card was funded ovor a notworl< connnntlnn hy rng i ntnring thn p ii rrh nrr>H n^ cjf] gjrd wi t h 
th e purchaso. whoro contact infomnation for tho purchaso card prov i der l o prov i ded on 
the cash card . 
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